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Egypt to anger, as many men of experience believed,
the country would be in no temper to submit patiently
to increased demands from the Army upon her labour
and food supplies. It is a matter of regret that
military authority did not prevail upon the Egyptian
Government to promulgate the law under the excuse
of arresting the incidence of agrarian crime. The
cloak would have served to conceal from the nation
the naked truth.

So saturated, in the fourth year of hostilities, were
all combatants with the spirit of war that military
considerations alone dominated every situation, politi-
cal and economic. The old-fashioned doctrine that
individual property is sacred had long since been
jettisoned in Europe. What the State required it
seized without consulting the wishes of the owner.
No man now could call either life or property his own.
Great Britain had rationed the population in food, had
interfered with private enterprise, and had driven her
sons into battle areas and her daughters into munition
services. Other countries within the orbit of war had
fared no better, and Egypt, which hitherto almost
alone had escaped suffering, now was about to meet the
same experience. So far she had been fortunate. If
the choice between peace and war had been taken out
of her hands, at least she had enjoyed a partnership
which saved the country from invasion. But from the
association she had lost the last remaining vestige of
political independence, and the moment was ap-
proaching when she would also be called upon to
make more material sacrifices. It is difficult at this
point of their history to feel no sympathy for Egyptians,
Peaceful by disposition, interested only in their own
occupations, they had asked no more from Fate than
to be left to their own devices, and Fate turned a deaf
ear to the appeal.
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